
September 2010 newsletter 
Autumn has most definitely landed over the last couple of weeks and we hope you have all had an enjoyable summer with your horses. The Riding Club teams ended the summer competition season on fine form at the National Championships at Lincoln Showground on the 11th of September. Sadly no-one came home with the big win this year however the teams did do the club proud and a number of team members picked up individual rosettes in the dressage – well done to Claire Pearson, Cressie Heath and Fiona Gibbon. A big congratulations goes to the Area 2 open showjumping team who came 4th and included two members of Darlington Riding Club – Cressie Heath and Fiona Gibbon. The club would like to say a big thank you to Sara Metcalfe, Julie Pearson, Rachel Milner and Caroline Baker who gave up their extremely precious time to be the allocated helpers at the event. We would also like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone who has helped at an event this year – both at club level and at qualifiers and championships. Without people like you the club would not be able to run and would certainly not be able to flourish as it is doing. 
The final competition before the winter league starts is the Eventers Challenge to be held this Sunday, the 3rd October. Good luck to both the novice and open teams. Talking of the winter league the dates for the seasons events are attached to the newsletter – we hope to see some of you competing and helping out at the events. The winter league is a great opportunity for all levels of horse and rider to be part of a team without the pressure of a qualifier. 

The final showjumping session, this time held at Forcett Valley, was a resounding success with the biggest attendance yet. A huge thank you to Sara and Phil Metcalfe and Chris and Fiona Gibbon for letting us hold the series at Foxberry and Forcett. This event will most definitely be back on the calendar for next year and may see an increase in the number of events within the series. We also hope to hold another combined training competition as this too was a big success. Thanks to all who came along and supported both events. We would also like to say a big thank you to all who donated their jumble – this raised an impressive £77. The club would also like to thank Penny Thompson for taking the time to do this. 
Our next big event which we hope to see lots of you at (and remember all friends and family are very welcome too) is the fashion show held on Wednesday 20th October at Summerhouse Village Hall. Zara Countrywear of Barnard Castle will be showing its wares at the show and the chance to see some of the equestrian community’s more well-known faces strutting their stuff on the catwalk is definitely worth the ticket price alone! The idea of the fashion show is to raise funds for the Great North Air Ambulance and club funds. There will be a number of stalls at the event including Thornton’s, Aloe Vera and Virgin Vie so why not come along and make an early start on your Christmas shopping… Tickets are priced at £10 and can be bought from Penny Thompson on 07889 571111, or by calling into Zara Countrywear, or by contacting any member of the committee. The ticket price includes a glass of wine and a plate of cheese and biscuits. We hope to see as many of you there as possible. For anyone not able to make the event we are selling raffle tickets at £5 per strip which can be bought from any member of the committee. 

November sees the AGM (yes, it is that time of year already) and we are lucky enough to have Equi-Pilates coming along to give a talk and demonstration. Much has been talked about in the press about the benefits of pilates and its huge benefits to the rider. The AGM will take place on Monday 15th November at 7.30pm at The George, Piercebridge. We will be providing hot food as well so come along and make a night of it! Any suggestions for events, fundraisers and what you would like to see happen at your club in 2011 will be very gratefully received. 

Completing the trio of social events is the popular Christmas meal which will this year be held at the Bay Horse in Hurworth on Wednesday 8th December. Please can people let Faye Stephenson know if they would like to attend as there is a limit on numbers and we are afraid it will be a first come, first served basis. The cost of the three course meal will be £29.50. Faye can be reached on faye@the-connection.co.uk / 07595 732 731. 
The first aid for horse’s night held at Castle Vets proved a popular event with many people asking for more sessions. Melissa Murphy, who very kindly ran the event for us, has agreed to do this on a more regular basis – perhaps once a quarter. Any suggestions as to what you would like to see covered can be given to Sara Metcalfe – 07793 444 247 / foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk. 

With the nights closing in and the weather becoming increasingly changeable we have decided to move the winter James Adams training sessions to Richmond as of Monday 11th October. Places can be booked with Carolyn Newman on 07737 597 753 / carolyn@harthornbarn.co.uk 

That’s all for this month… Hope to see you all at the fashion show and AGM! 

Winter league and winter qualifier competition dates

Sunday 3rd October – Festival of the Hunter Eventer’s Challenge – qualifier 

Sunday 7th November – winter league dressage 

Sunday 5th December – winter league riding test 

Sunday 16th January – winter league show jumping 

Sunday 5th February – winter dressage – qualifier 

Saturday 12th February – novice showjumping – qualifier 

Sunday 20th February – winter league indoor cross country

Sunday 6th March – Top Score showjumping – qualifier 

Sunday 20th March – combined training – qualifier 

Monday 21st March – winter league quiz at South Causey Hotel 

Sunday 3rd July – horse trials – qualifier 

Sunday 10th July – showjumping / style jumping / riding test / dressage – qualifier 
