
March 2010 newsletter 
Wow, 2010 just keeps getting better for the club! Following on from the dressage team qualifying for the National Championships held at Hartbury this coming weekend, our showjumping team of Emma Langstaff, Holly Stevenson, Amy Lawrence and Faye Stephenson also qualified for the Novice Showjumping Championships – also due to be held this coming weekend. Good luck to both the teams! 

Penny Thompson continued her winning form from last year and did amazingly well to qualify for the Royal Windsor Horse Show which is held over May Bank Holiday weekend. We’ll be sending her on her way with lots of good luck wishes! 

Finishing off the winter competitions in style, Darlington won the winter league competition for the first time in our history. Huge congratulations to everyone who took part in all the winter league teams. And a big, big thank you to all volunteers who helped out at all of the competitions over the winter. Without you none of this success could happen… 

On the subject of helpers we will shortly be needing people to help out at the summer qualifying competitions including the showjumping and the horse trials. As mentioned in previous newsletters and emails, to be able to enter these teams at all levels we do need to provide helpers, so if you don’t fancy taking part then perhaps you, or a member of your family or a friend, would like to come along and support the club by volunteering. It’s always a good laugh (even with the horrendous weather we’ve had!) and you get to see what really goes on behind the scenes at a competition. If anyone is interested in putting their name down to help out then please contact Katie Milner on kmmilner@aol.com or 07850 911 053.
Our social and competition events calendar is filling up fast with lots of events for all! Next up is the tack and tog sale which is being held at 7pm on Thursday 8th April at Eppleby Village Hall. We have been astounded by the take up with 12 tables currently booked. The entry is free to buyers so you’ve got more to spend on the goodies which will no doubt be on offer! Refreshments will be available so come along and have a rummage for some bargains! 
Another event we are running in April is the social ride through Hamsterley Forest which is open to both members and non-members. This is the perfect opportunity for those non-competitive riders amongst us to join in some fun! The ride will set off between 10am and 12 noon. All participants are asked to park at the Grove entrance to the forest. Please contact Tracey Mutum for further information on tam91105@hotmail.com or 07970 468 395. 

We have finalised the dates for the summer showjumping series, which proves really popular for beginners through to more experienced riders. Thanks again to Sara and Phil for letting us hold the event at Foxberry. Dates for your diary are: 26th May; 30th June; 28th July; and 25th August. We will be running a point’s league over the series with a range of prizes on offer for the individual competitions and the overall point’s league. We are hoping to introduce a perpetual trophy for the overall winner but this depends on getting some sponsorship. If anyone knows of anyone or a company who might be interested in sponsoring the series, please drop Katie a line at kmmilner@aol.com. 

Schedules are already being requested for the hunter trial which is running on Sunday 6th June with classes for all levels of horse and rider. The classes will be 2ft, 2ft 6”, 2ft 9”, and 3ft 3” with a pair’s class running over the 2ft 6” course. We will also need helpers that day so if you don’t fancy competing then perhaps you can come along and help. From experience you are always very well looked after with plenty of food and drink!!! Alternatively if anyone would like to donate prizes please contact Faye Stephenson on faye@the-connection.co.uk or 07595 732 731. 
Following on from the good laugh we all had at the BBQ last year, Emma Langstaff has kindly offered her house as a venue for this summers BBQ. The BBQ will be held on Friday 27th August – a perfect way to start the August bank holiday weekend! Get the date in your diary now and we’ll keep you posted with further info… 

Our fashion show, planned for Wednesday 20th October, is gathering momentum with a number of high profile clothing companies already signed up. The event, which is supporting the Great North Air Ambulance, is already generating plenty of interest. We are already on the hunt for models so if you fancy strutting your inner Kate Moss then give Penny Thompson a call on 07889 571 111. We are looking for men, women and children to take to the catwalk. Tickets will be on sale soon so keep your eyes peeled for further info! 

Alongside the Wednesday night training sessions with James Adams, we are also holding a number of cross country schooling lessons with Tanya Buckingham at Foxberry. The first one proved very popular with more planned over the coming months – weather permitting! If anyone is wanting to book a place on either the James Adams lessons or a lesson with Tanya Buckingham, please contact Sara on foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk or contact her 07793 444 247. 

Also being held at Foxberry is a Jeanette Brakewell cross country clinic on the 16th and 17th June. For further information and bookings please contact Anne Marie Young on 07778 767 575. 
For sale

Black and silver Ifor Williams Classic 510 trailer with window guards and head partition – nearly 2 years old. Will carry up to 17.2hh. Priced at £3400 ono with tack locker and wheel clamp. For further information contact Angela Morris on 07817 830 020
If anyone would like to include any for sale items within the newsletter, please contact Faye on faye@the-connection.co.uk 
That’s all for this month - we hope to see you at event soon! 
