
January 2010 newsletter 
Happy New Year to you all! We hope that recent weather hasn’t caused you too many problems – roll on the Spring sunshine and warmer weather! 

As you will all appreciate the weather has taken its toll on our training (normally held on a Wednesday evening). If the thaw continues we hope to start the sessions again soon. Keep your eyes peeled for the emails sent from Katie. All dates are also included in the Darlington & Stockton Times within the equestrian dates. We will be running both flatwork and jumping sessions and, after many requests, holding some young / green horse clinics and novice rider clinics. If you have any ideas of what you would like to see on the training schedule, or any instructor requests, then please do get in touch – contact details are below. Training sessions are organized by Sara Metcalf who can be reached on foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk or 07793 444 247 (email is the preferred method of contact unless within 24 hours of a training session). 

In addition to the training sessions we have also planned some competitions for the coming year. Sara Metcalf of Foxberry Chasers has very kindly agreed to let us run our successful hunter trial again this year which will be held on Sunday 6th June. There will be classes for all levels of horse and rider to encourage you all to give cross country a go. As always we will also be on the look out for helpers to make sure the day runs smoothly and everyone has an enjoyable time. We will also be running our popular summer showjumping series and will hopefully be holding a summer show and a pleasure ride – dates to follow. 

There’s plenty going on for the non-competitive / non-riding members too. We are holding a cheese and wine social evening on Thursday 28th January at 7.30pm. The event will be held at Dalton Village Hall and will also have Emma Langstaff giving a presentation on Forever Living Aloe Vera products for both humans and equines. The event is free and is open to both members and non-members. For further information please contact Emma on 07813 760 949. 
Another date for your diary is Thursday 8th April which will be our table top sale – an ideal opportunity to have a clear out of your tack room – or your wardrobe! Further information will be available within the next couple of weeks. Later on in the year we will hopefully be holding a car treasure hunt and a fashion show (which will be held on Wednesday 20th October). 
With the successes of our teams last year we are hoping to continue the run of form with our teams taking part in a number of qualifiers over the coming weeks and months. Katie is always on the look out for team members but just as importantly we are always on the look out for helpers for the events. We have to provide a number of people at a range of events throughout the year as the club can only compete at these events if we provide helpers. For further information on volunteering to help at events, or for the teams please contact Katie Milner on kmmilner@aol.com or 07850 911 053. 

Finally please can we remind all of you that have not paid your subscriptions – these are now due! Due to administration charges, anyone who has not paid subs by 31st January will have to pay the full £27 (normally £25). Please send cheques made payable to Darlington & District Riding Club to Katie Milner, Woodhead Farm, Middleton St George, Darlington, DL2 1DN

We hope to see you at event soon! 
