
August 2010 newsletter 
We thought we had a busy past few months at the riding club but there’s plenty to look forward to over the next few months! 

First up is the final in the summer showjumping series held at Forcett Valley this Wednesday night. Please everyone note the change of venue from Foxberry. The competition will be hot as to who gets to take home the inaugural trophies for each of the classes. It is still, however a good competition to come along to even if you’ve never been before as there are prizes for each class starting at 2ft 3”. Many of the members have been using the series as the perfect way to get their young / novice horses out and about… Thanks to Sara and Phil Metcalf for letting us hold the event at Foxberry and to Chris and Fi Gibbon for holding the final competition at Forcett Valley. The competition starts at 6pm with the usual classes. 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel the forthcoming BBQ which was due to be held on Friday 27th August. We are hoping to run a social evening / get together later on in the year. 

Last weeks combined training competition held at Forcett Valley was a big success with everyone enjoying the evening both competitively and socially. We hope this is a format we can repeat next year. If there are any other competition ideas or fundraising ideas then please drop the committee a line. 

Our teams which headed down to the National Three Day Event Championships at Aston-le-Walls on the 6th – 8th August did the club proud with a number of brilliant results. Cressie Heath riding Sub Zero put in a brilliant performance cross country to finish 7th overall in the open section. Jennifer Wood riding Primitive Gem finished 8th overall while Claire Pearson and Vicky Burrows just missed out on top ten placings. Well done to everyone who travelled down and a huge thank you from the club and both teams to Katie Milner for giving up her whole weekend to go and help at the championships. 

Talking of championships, the BRC Summer Championships at Lincoln Showground are just around the corner. Darlington Riding Club have two showjumping teams, a dressage team and a number of individuals competing in the dressage so fingers crossed we bring home the ribbons! We also have a team off to Blenheim Palace to compete in the BRC eventers challenge. As with all championships we are now on the hunt for helpers with two options for anyone interested... Helpers can travel with the team down on Thursday 9th September and spend a couple of days at Blenheim before travelling up to Lincoln on the evening of Friday 10th September to help at Lincoln on Saturday 11th and travel home on the Saturday evening, or helpers can travel with team members who are only at Lincoln on the Friday evening and travel back on the Saturday evening. We can guarantee it will be a great couple of days with plenty of exciting competitions and a great social atmosphere. If anyone is interested in helping please contact Katie Milner on 07850 911 053 / kmmilner@aol.com. Best of luck to all of the teams! 
Still on the subject of competitions our hunter trial qualifier will be held inconjunction with Camp Hill on Sunday 24th October. The qualifier will qualify people for the traditional hunter trial which is due to be held at Hunwick in April 2011. Anyone interested needs to enter at Camp Hill as normal and also let Katie know as there will be a small fee to pay British Riding Clubs for the entry. Anyone interested in this can contact Katie for more information including rules, entering and payment. Katie can be reached on: 07850 911 053 / kmmilner@aol.com
For those interested in the training side of things both James Adams and Pippa Hahn are still running their popular training series with James also adding cross country lessons. Anyone interested in booking a James Adams lesson, please contact Carolyn Newman on Carolyn@harthornbarn.co.uk / 01325 374 715 / 07737 597 753. Anyone interested in a Pippa Hahn lesson please contact Sara on foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk / 07793 444 247. The next James Adams lesson will be on Wednesday 1st September at Wade’s arena and the next Pippa Hahn lesson will be on Thursday 2nd September at Foxberry. 
Still on the subject of competitions the Eventers Challenge qualifier for the Festival of the Horse takes place on Sunday 3rd October at Headley West Farm. We will shortly be looking at putting together a number of teams together for this competition. Anyone interested can drop Katie a line at 07850 911 053 / kmmilner@aol.com. 

And for all those wanting a change from competitions, or for those of us who aren’t that competitive we have a raft of dates for non-riding events coming up over the next few months. First up is the equine first aid evening which will be held at 7pm on Monday 6th September at Castle Vets, Barnard Castle. Melissa Murphy will be giving a talk on equine first aid – something we’re sure will be of interest to us all. Tickets are £5 on the door with all the money going to the Great North Air Ambulance. Refreshments will be served but please feel free to bring along cakes or biscuits. For more information on this event or if anyone has any areas they would like to see covered, please drop Sara at line at: foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk / 07793 444 247.

The next event will be the fashion show which is storming ahead. The fashion show will take place on Wednesday 20th October at Summerhouse Village Hall from 7.30pm. Zara’s Country Clothing will be showcasing the latest products from Toggi, Jack Murphy, Tottie, Caldene and Harry Hall to name a few. There will also be stalls from Thornton Chocolates, Virgin Vie and Aloe Vera with more to be confirmed over the next few weeks. The aim of the show is to raise funds for the club and the Great North Air Ambulance. Tickets are due to go on sale in a couple of weeks and can be bought from Penny Thompson on 07889 571 111. Tickets will be £10 and will include a glass of wine and cheese and biscuits. 
Following on from the fashion show will be the AGM which is due to be held on Monday 15th November and the popular Christmas meal which will be held on Wednesday 8th December. Keep your eyes peeled for more information on these… 

That’s all for this month - we hope to see you at event soon! 
