
April 2010 newsletter 
Our newsletter seems to be starting every month with the theme of how well our teams are doing at the national championships – long may it continue! Our dressage team and showjumping team had successes at the BRC National Winter Championships with the dressage team of Emma Langstaff, Holly Stevenson, Lis Stevenson and Faye Stephenson taking home the 10th place rosette and Emma taking home an impressive 5th place within the individual section. The showjumping team of Amy Lawrence, Emma Langstaff, Holly Stevenson and Faye Stephenson just missed out on a rosette with a credible 12th place. Both teams would like to say a big thank you to Claire Pearson and George Gibson for giving up two days of their time to help at the event and to Lynn Chapman and David Stevenson for supporting the teams at Hartpury. 
We will all be willing Penny Thompson a successful trip to the Royal Windsor Horse Show on the 14th May when she competes in the AmTrust Equine RWHS BRC Championships – Senior Intermediate Top Score Championships supported by Pony and Horse & Rider Magazines. Good luck Penny! 
Darlington Riding Club will also be sending an eventing challenge team to the Festival of the Hunter in June – we’ll keep you updated in the next issue as to how the preparations are going. 

For the less competitive amongst us, the social ride through Hamsterley Forest on the 17th April was a huge success with 42 riders, including some non-members, enjoying the beautiful weather. It has been suggested that this could be run in the future as a fundraising event for the club. Thank you to Tracey Mutum and Sara Metcalf for making sure everyone returned safely. 

Talking of fundraising the recent table top sale was a roaring success with 21 tables selling their wares. The night was a huge success for both buyers and sellers and we hope to run this event again soon. 

With the success of the club continuing we do need to continue to raise much needed funds for the club. Any fundraising ideas would be extremely gratefully received. Please contact Claire Pearson on itsmeclaire85@yahoo.co.uk or on 07828 417 489. 

As you all know we have a very busy social and competition calendar with the summer events looming. The ever popular summer showjumping series kicks off on the 26th May. The event always attracts riders of all ages and abilities with the courses catering for this also. We will be running a point’s league over the series with a range of prizes on offer for the individual competitions and the overall point’s league. We are hoping to introduce a perpetual trophy for the overall winner but this depends on getting some sponsorship. If anyone knows of anyone or a company who might be interested in sponsoring the series, please drop Katie a line at kmmilner@aol.com. 

The schedules are now printed for the hunter trial which is running on Sunday 6th June with classes for all levels of horse and rider. The classes will be 2ft, 2ft 6”, 2ft 9”, and 3ft 3” with a pair’s class running over the 2ft 6” course. The event is being ran inconjunction with the BHS National Cross Country Championship qualifier and the UK Chasers Intercourse Championship. More details of both of these can be found on the schedule. 
We will also still need helpers that day so if you don’t fancy competing then perhaps you can come along and help. From experience you are always very well looked after with plenty of food and drink!!! 

For anyone wanting to keep informed of what is going on with the club then our website has recently been updated. The website will now have the full events, competitions and training diary, schedules, information on the club including team news and a for sale section. If you have any other ideas as to what you would like to see included please drop Claire Pearson a line. 

Our Wednesday training sessions are continuing to grow in popularity with the venue changing to Alan Wade’s arena from this week. The arena is a much bigger size with a wider range of jumps available. The cost will have to increase marginally to cover this but most members seem happy with this. Following on from the popularity of the Tanya Buckingham cross country clinic and showjumping lessons, more are planned for the coming weeks. If anyone is wanting to book a place on either the James Adams lessons or a lesson with Tanya Buckingham, please contact Sara on foxberry@teesdaleonline.co.uk or contact her 07793 444 247. 

Also being held at Foxberry is a Jeanette Brakewell cross country clinic on the 16th and 17th June. For further information and bookings please contact Anne Marie Young on 07778 767 575. 
That’s all for this month - we hope to see you at event soon! 
